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The Wichita Public Schools Board of Education is proud to recognize the Winter 

2020 Good Apple Award honorees and thank them for their dedication to our 

students and our district.

The Board established this award program 39 years ago and allows schools and 

administrative support centers to select and recognize employees, volunteers 

and partners who provide exemplary service and support our mission.

Our volunteers and partners are not currently able to enter our buildings and 

provide support as they have in the past due to the pandemic and necessary 

safety protocols. As a result, we will recognize only our employees this season. 

We look forward to welcoming back our volunteers and partners soon.

School principals provided these brief excerpts from their Good Apple recipients’ 

nomination materials.

For more information about the Wichita Public Schools Good Apple Award 

program, visit www.usd259.org/goodapple.
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District One Good Apples

Heather is our super hero! She keeps track of all things tech: 
disbursement, repairs, troubleshooting, and mountains of 
reports. All of this while still building relationships and 
engaging her kids on MSR. She somehow smiles through it all. 
We love and appreciate her for her patience and support!

Nurse Sara has supported our Adams family through the 
pandemic, which has been a huge job in itself. She also 
continues to advocate for kids with other serious health 
needs. While it’s been a busy and stressful semester, Sara has 
stayed focused and supportive of all and we love and thank 
her!

This dynamic duo are true heroes! They work hard doing 
the work nobody else wants to do, but always with a smile, 
a laugh or a kind word for others. They clean up after us 
keeping us safe as though they were taking care of their own 
family, and our school shines like it was their own home!

Matthew is not only a fantastic teacher; he is an 
outstanding STS for Brooks. His expertise has allowed for 
the smooth deployment of technology.  Matthew provides 
invaluable support both in professional development sessions 
and email tips to assist staff as we navigate through this new 
normal.

Sharon is amazing!  Her versatility, patience, and kindness 
toward students and staff shows in everything she does. 
Her attitude is truly a model for everyone around her. Sharon 
works hard to meet the needs of our youngest students to 
our adult learners.  She is an asset to MES!

Tan is an integral part of our district’s translations team. She 
is our only in-house Vietnamese translator. Tan is never 
impatient or too busy to help. Tan is professional and provides 
ongoing support which promotes a spirit of caring among our 
Vietnamese families.

Wichita is very fortunate to have a Blue Ribbon PAT program.  
These educators help parents understand the critical 
importance of children’s early years by empowering 
families as they provide social/emotional and academic 
support. These educators are superheroes for our young 
learners!

Adams Elementary School

Brooks Center for STEM 
and the Arts Magnet 
Middle School

Dunbar Support Center

Heather Crump
SPED Teacher/STS

Sara Doberer
Nurse

ADAMS CUSTODIAL 
TEAM
Farron Robinson
Lead Custodian
Erma Carter
Evening Custodian

Matthew French
STEM/Video Productions 
and STS

Sharon Parry
MES/ESOL Support Staff

Tan Tran
Translator, Vietnamese

PARENTS AS TEACHERS
Sarah Eastman-Olivas
Angela Lampe
Jennifer Paredes
Tracy Suhler
Charity Warden
Parent Involvement 
Workers
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Austin is one of those remarkable individuals who 
enthusiastically works to meet and exceeds the expectations 
set before him. He is clearly driven by a sincere desire to learn 
more about the world around him and use his gifts to make 
East High a better place.

Jessica came to us from East High to help out while the high 
schools were full remote. She is amazing! Jessica is always on 
the go, cleaning and sanitizing constantly. She got to know 
the students during lunch and helped out with the lunch time 
procedures. Jessica is so kind and we will miss her. Jessica 
received her award from College Hill Elementary School.

Stephani is an outstanding teacher and colleague who is 
positive and knowledgeable. She sets goals for herself to 
continue to grow, while sharing her knowledge about 
technology and teaching strategies to other teachers in the 
building.  She continues to keep student learning in the 
forefront.

Mrs. Morgan is a dedicated and passionate educator, 
working hard to ensure that all students are receiving the 
support they need to be successful. She is teaching both 
virtually and in-person (often at the same time!) to best serve 
her students. She is loved by both students and staff at 
Gammon!

Taryn ensures the success of all of her students by helping 
them set and reach their goals. Through relationship 
building and showing genuine interest in her students, she 
builds a classroom environment that is safe and engaging. 
She is a teacher who truly cares and lets them know they 
are important.

The MS team has moved mountains to keep our students 
engaged and learning since last March. They work hard to 
ensure all students feel comfortable enough to reach out 
when struggling in this remote learning environment. As 
educators, they have performed extraordinarily in the 
remote teaching world.

East High School

Gammon Elementary 
School

Gordon Parks Academy

Austin Clift
Journalism Teacher

Jessica Nottingham
Custodian

Stephani Brooks
1st-Grade Teacher

Tonja Morgan
Special Education Teacher

Taryn Whitmore
Physical Education 
Teacher

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM
Charity Carter
Alicia Thompson
English Language Arts 
Teachers
Adrienne Deal
Science
Tasha Ewoldt
Interrelated
Michelle Haenggi
Allicia Holland
Math
Samone Thomas
Social Studies



Ms. Floro organized and facilitated our Remote Student 
Technology deployment with excellence. Because of her, we 
were able to troubleshoot technology, deploy technology 
and provide families with everything that they needed to be 
successful in the remote learning world.

Lynn was a key component in getting EI Academy up and 
running at ISC this year while also attending to her duties as 
an admin assistant for IST.  Her attention to detail and support 
have been critical to the success of our staff and students.  
EIA would not be operating as successfully without her. Lynn 
received her award from Education Imagine Academy.

Karen is one of the hardest workers we know! She is always 
there to support counselors and schedulers by researching 
and responding to hundreds of questions even on weekends 
and evenings. Karen is so positive and always has a good 
attitude especially in stressful situations! Karen received her 
award from Hamilton Middle School.

Mary has taken on a new role this year as an IR para serving 
both in person and MSR virtual students. She supports all 
students with equal enthusiasm and does a wonderful job 
instructing and guiding students with passion, creativity, and 
positive reinforcement. She brings such joy to our school!

Noel is excelling at teaching PreK virtually via MSR while also 
having in person students in her classroom. She personally 
delivers supplies to students’ homes and spends countless 
hours finding unique ways to engage students in learning 
given the challenges we are currently facing.

Gianna is new to Jackson and new to her role as a tech lab 
para who works alongside the specials team. She is a huge 
asset to our team as she is flexible and willing to do whatever 
is asked of her. She communicates well and collaborates to 
best meet the needs of students and staff at Jackson.

Dalton Rupp-Meinert has taken Mueller BY STORM!!!! As 
a first year teacher, he has met all challenges head-on with 
a calm head and a positive, can-do attitude! He is an MSR 
teacher, bus supervisor, and schoolwide cheermeister!  
Mueller is a better place because he is here!

Petra Shafer displays excellence in education. Mrs. Shafer 
pivoted from being a math intervention teacher to teaching 
My School Remote as a 5th grade classroom teacher. During 
this transition, she has been innovative in her techniques and 
strategies to engage online learners.

Gordon Parks Academy

Information Services and 
Technology

Jackson Elementary 
School

Mueller Aerospace and 
Engineering  Magnet

Mary Del Vecchio-Floro
Technology/STS

Lynn Mills
Administrative Assistant

Karen Michler
Synergy Tech Support

Marylynn “Mary” Gragg
Paraeducator - IR

Noel Lucero
PreK Teacher

Gianna Wilson
Paraeducator - Tech Lab

Dalton Rupp-Meinert
MSR 4th-Grade Teacher

Petra Shafer
MSR 5th-Grade Teacher
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These mighty leaders take on any and everything that is 
asked of them- and then they find ways to do more! Their 
contributions to the success of our school, and to our 
students’ success, are innumerable.  Reliable, intelligent, 
kind and hard-working, our paraprofessionals are simply 
THE BEST!

Randy, Baldemar and the HVAC team met the critical need 
of responding to every positive COVID case in our buildings. 
This involved disinfecting rooms and HVAC systems at 
multiple sites on a daily basis, shift changes, long hours, 
and 24/7 availability – making WPS a healthier, safer place 
to work.

Mueller Aerospace and 
Engineering  Magnet

School Service Center

POWERFUL 
PARAPROFESSIONALS
Brittany Albright
Ellen Fengel
Crystal Fowler
Carmen Franklin
Adriana Ibarra
A’Keeya Jones
Jocelyn Jones
April Malone
Patricia Morgan
Alexandrea Owens
Shelli Rosado
Charity Spires
Akisha West-Hamilton
Carla Wingfield
Anna Wolff
Paraprofessionals

Randy Scott
Manager, Energy and 
Mechanical Systems
Baldemar Ziad
Supervisor of Mechanical 
Systems

Melvin Crawford
Darnell Diggs
Miguel Gallo-Chavez
Marty Hole
Michael Sponsel
Lawrence Tillman
Hearson Todd
Jesse Wise
Terry Wood
Hollis Zortman
Technicians

Austin Blanchat
Raymond Carpenter
Austin DeBoard
Rena Franco
Mark Hein
Ethan Hole
Antonio Martinez
Jose Palacios Santillan
Cesar Raymundo
Jed Rea
Trezz Tillman
Jorge Villalobos
Crewpersons
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Jodie is a master at capital projects and helps everyone in D 
& C provide outstanding customer service to all district sites. 
Her positive attitude shines, even under pressure. She is a 
team player who teaches others and is flexible and willing to 
adjust to our constantly changing “new normal.”

Lucas works tirelessly, often on weekends, to ensure sites 
have minimal down time when power is out. He has been 
instrumental in helping improve the new work order 
system. He provides exemplary customer service, celebrates 
his department’s success, and represents the vision and goals 
of Facilities.

Mr. Mosier is a magnet for positive energy. He has helped 
students grow and realize potential. His classroom culture is 
one of a kind. Blake is a problem solver who is always willing 
to help where needed and naturally uplifts those around him. 
He is truly a team player. Keep whistling!

Britney is a first year IR teacher and she makes a constant 
effort to improve student achievement. She loves to build 
relationships with her students! As an STS she troubleshoots 
technology issues and is always comforting and patient with 
everyone’s needs. We are lucky to have Britney on our team!

School Service Center

Spaght Science and 
Communications Magnet 
Elementary School

Jodie Gray
Accounts Assistant, 
Design and Construction

Lucas Reed
Supervisor, Electrical 

Blake Mosier
5th-Grade Teacher

Britney Purdom
Interrelated Teacher and 
Site Technology Specialist
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Danielle is a passionate educator who builds strong 
relationships with her students, families and colleagues. 
Her ability to think outside the box has helped her students 
experience success. She is quick to problem solve and jumps 
in to ease the workload of her colleagues. Thanks, Danielle!

Brenda is a wonderful asset to the office staff at Beech. She 
answers endless questions from staff, helps staff remain calm 
when the days are overwhelming, calms stressed parents and 
does the legwork to make sure students have what they need 
to be successful.  Our school would be lost without her!

Kandace is undoubtedly one of the most positive people you 
will ever meet! The patience, grace and understanding she 
demonstrates for our students and staff is remarkable. 
Kandace holds high expectations for her students and 
provides meaningful lessons for them. She is a gem!

Bostic is fortunate to have Mindy Daniels as our Librarian.  
Mindy works with students to support literacy and instill in 
them the joy of reading.  As she transitions between remote 
and in-person classes, Mindy is always an encouragement to 
our staff and students. Thank you, Mindy, for all you do!

Beech Elementary School

Bostic Traditional Magnet 
Elementary

District Two Good Apples

Danielle Higgins
Interrelated Teacher

Brenda Maldonado
Administrative Assistant

Kandace Marshall
Academic Life Skills 
Teacher

Mindy Daniels
Librarian
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The elementary MySchool Remote core teaching team has 
lived the mantra flexibility, patience, and grace. They have 
innovated, problem solved, and persevered to make remote 
learning at CMA the best in the district. Collectively they are 
a credit to our district, our school and the profession!

This is Aimee’s first year as our STS. There is no doubt that 
without her expertise, patience, courage, and ability to think 
outside the box College Hill would have had a much greater 
struggle getting our remote classrooms going. She has been 
amazing and tries to answer everyone’s many questions.

Shawna spearheaded the “Bloom Team” which is a group of 
staff who planned all summer to work on our SEL strategies. 
She has fabulous ideas to help our children. Shawna 
volunteers on a moments notice to help, whether it’s with 
a child who is struggling or recess duty. She is a lifesaver.

Cocoa is our Super Hero. She has conquered the art of 
teaching remotely, supporting students and teachers 
without hesitation, filling in when someone is absent and 
creating lessons for online reading interventions. We are 
lucky to have Ms. Cocoa!

We are so lucky that Scott joined our Team! He’s our hero 
disguised as nurse! He’s got grit, resiliency and a great sense 
of humor to help combat the fatigue of COVID. Thank you, 
Scott!

Kyle works tirelessly to keep our building sanitized so that 
we feel safe to come to work. He makes time to take care of 
every staff request and it’s clear he loves to help our students. 
Thank you, Kyle, for all that you do! You’re our HERO!

Our exceptional office staff have been tirelessly taking care of 
all our building needs in the midst of this pandemic year. They 
meet every challenge, question, and obstacle with an amazing 
attitude, are incredibly reliable, and do everything they can to 
support our staff, students and families.

Christa McAuliffe 
Academy

College Hill Elementary 
School

Hyde Leadership and 
International Explorations 
Magnet

Price-Harris 
Communications Magnet 
Elementary

ELEMENTARY CORE MY 
SCHOOL REMOTE
Raelynn Birney
Kindergarten MSR
Madelyn Brandl
1st-Grade MSR
Tori Harvey
2nd-Grade MSR
Kacie Heincker
3rd-Grade MSR
Teresa Sheahan
5th-Grade MSR
Ali Vaughn
4th-Grade MSR

Aimee Hampel
STS and 1st-Grade 
Teacher

Shawna Peters
Counselor

Cocoa DeHoff
Paraprofessional

Scott Peacock
Nurse

Kyle Rohrback
Substitute Custodian

PRICE-HARRIS OFFICE 
STAFF
Danielle Locke
Administrative Assistant
Gitsa Menas-Huggins
Bookkeeper
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With the introduction of remote teaching this year, Ms. 
Bomgardner has been an extraordinary asset as our Site 
Technology Specialist. Her countless personal hours 
troubleshooting and managing inventory for students and 
staff brought much needed order to a chaotic school year.

Kristin is a very positive teacher and coworker. She has taken 
on remote teaching like a rockstar, making sure her students 
are engaged and learning. She builds strong relationships with 
her families and works hard to maintain them. Kristin is an 
all-around great teacher, coworker and friend!

These essential workers define personal excellence. From 
day one of this challenging school year, they unfailingly and 
without hesitance, supplied tech support, instructional 
support, social and emotional support, and at times it seems, 
LIFE support for staff and students. They ARE ROBINSON’S 
finest.

Jared and Belinda exude what it means to be a Seltzer 
Spartan. They each have a heart a mile wide for the staff and 
students at Seltzer. In this unusual year, Jared and Belinda 
have stepped up and have filled in all over the building, 
doing whatever it takes to keep Seltzer students learning!

The Southeast Counseling Team is INCREDIBLE! Between the 
constant changes made to the master schedule, numerous 
hours spent outside of work correcting student schedules to 
reflect the changes in learning models, and dedication to our 
school, it’s clear that the SE counselors are simply the best!

Mr. Robert Love is an incredible asset to Southeast High 
School. He is an avid supporter of all students, but especially 
students who struggle to attain success. He is always present 
and connecting with students. Southeast would not be the 
same without him. We appreciate you, Mr. Love!

David Perez is a highly valued member of our Southeast team. 
He is one of the most consistent individuals we have worked 
with. Whether it is his attendance, flexibility, hard work, 
quality of work completed, or dedication-we can ALWAYS 
count on David. Thank you for making our school a great 
place.

Price-Harris 
Communications Magnet 
Elementary

Robinson Middle School

Seltzer Elementary School

Southeast High School

Ramona Bomgardner
Librarian/Site Technology 
Specialist

Kristin Rodriguez
Kindergarten (My School 
Remote)

RMS PANDEMIC 
SUPPORT TEAM
Chad Cushenbery
Bri Falvey
Assistant Principals
Melinda Hunsberger
STS
Krista Miller
Nurse

SELTZER ESOL TEAM
Belinda Roth
Jared Salmans
ESOL Teachers

SOUTHEAST COUNSELING 
TEAM
Erica Winkenwader
Head Counselor, N-R
April Buckley
Counselor, D-H
Cherie Schnelle
Counselor, A-C
Boyd Teemant
Counselor, I-M
Esther Vasquez
Counselor, S-Z

Robert Love
Student Support

David Perez
Custodian



Janelle has been a valued member of the Fine Arts/
Learning Services Team for 9.5 of her 27.5 years with WPS. 
She is known for her excellent customer service, organization, 
dependability and adaptability, She helps prepare all 
documents for district-level Fine Arts events. Thank you, 
Janelle! Bravo!

When the governor announced the closing of schools, Janell 
reached out to Nutrition Services to offer support. She spent 
spring break contacting vendors and cancelling future 
shipments of products. She continues to assist their work to 
feed students as the district pivots in response to conditions.

Maria is a master storyteller as she populates the district’s 
social media channels with pictures and stories about the 
positive things going on in our district. She responds to 
countless questions posted online and she trains and supports 
schools and departments as they set up their own accounts.

Mrs. Beals has excelled in her role as an MSR teacher. Her 
engaging lessons, enthusiasm during instruction, as well as 
her connections with students and families, has made her a 
model a MSR classroom.

Ms. Jones had been a leader among her peers. She is often 
found planning with grade level teams, co-teaching with 
classroom teachers, and ensuring the success of our long 
term guest teachers. This is in addition to her responsibilities 
as an ESOL teacher.

The STS team has worked tirelessly troubleshooting 
technology issues, responding to parent calls, as well as 
delivering devices. This is in addition to their responsibilities 
as an ESOL and classroom teacher and is a testament to their 
dedication to Anderson students and families.

Dionne has made room in her classroom and heart for ALL 
students. Her perseverance and reflecting makes her an 
outstanding teacher and person. She is always willing to help 
the school and her team. She is an asset to the educational 
world and her students.

This radio talk show host, Tyler, has shown us the true 
meaning of kids come first. He has shared knowledge of what 
he knows about electronics in order to make MSR teaching 
more compatible for students. At times, he has even taken 
entire classrooms of students in times of need.

Alvin E. Morris 
Administrative Center

Anderson Elementary 
School

Caldwell Elementary 
School

Janelle Bell
Fine Arts Administrative 
Assistant

Janell Johnson
Lead, Purchasing Agent

Maria Loving
Social Media/Web 
Specialist

Katrinka Beals
4th-Grade MSR Teacher

Danyelle Jones
ESOL Teacher

ANDERSON STS TEAM
Julie Hill
4th-Grade Teacher
Tiffany Reeves
ESOL Teacher

Dionne Becker
1st/2nd Combo

Tyler Kohlman
Regular Education Para
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District Three Good Apples
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These Caldwell staff members have surpassed all expectations 
of teaching students in this difficult time. All the professional 
learning these staff members have encompassed in order to 
make learning successful for students is beyond words. Their 
accomplishments have impacted our students greatly.

Dr. Parker works hard with her students and helps everyone 
in the building to do their best.  She is a true leader in the 
building.  Dr. Parker is always willing to jump in anywhere 
and loves to be everyone’s cheerleader.

I’m impressed with the leadership qualities Miss Reed has 
shown. She’s gone above and beyond to make sure our team 
is on the right track and our guest teacher feels at home here 
at Clark. She helps organize and prepare lessons and has even 
taken the time to coach our guest teacher. She’s an asset.

Lauren has been an asset to our 2nd grade team and our 
Clark Family. She gracefully took on the tremendous task of 
STS and helped make sure our students were prepared for 
remote learning. She’s done all this in the midst of learning 
a new teaching format in a new school.

Rachel does a great job of taking care of all of us here at 
Colvin. She has done a fantastic job of leading us through 
these COVID times. Her caring heart and attention to detail 
are just a couple of her traits that make her great. She makes 
a BIG difference every single day. Go Doc Baker!!!

Andrea is our nurse aide. She has teamed up with our school 
nurse to create quite an amazing health team to serve our 
students and staff. Andrea is always positive no matter what 
the situation. She treats every student like they are her own 
child. We are blessed to have her here at Colvin.

In addition to performing her job at an exemplary level, 
Jordan demonstrates an extraordinary commitment to her 
students, team and family. Jordan is a master at building 
relationships. She is a talented teacher who truly loves her 
students and always strives to make school safe and fun.

Caldwell Elementary 
School

Clark Elementary School

Colvin Elementary School

CALDWELL MSR 
TEACHERS
Crystal Grunden
4/5 Combo
Teresa Kidd
4th-Grade 
Taylor Nuckolls
2nd-Grade
Amy Pickett
1st-Grade
Kellen Potter
3rd-Grade
Misty Schenck
1/2 Combo
Abby Swank
Kindergarten
Kim Williams
5th-Grade

Nichelle Parker
5th-Grade Teacher

Alexis Reed
2nd-Grade Teacher

Lauren Synarong
2nd-Grade Teacher

Rachel Baker
School Nurse

Andrea Escalera Garcia
Nurse Aide

Jordan Hill
4th-Grade Teacher



Let’s change the master schedule in August said the principal!  
Sounds good, said no counselor EVER! But that’s what we did!  
And a million hours later, it worked! Thank you, Taluia, for 
having a sharp mind and laser vision that helped morph our 
schedule successfully into Remote Learning! You rock!

Feeding our kids during the pandemic has been a unique 
and challenging task. Since March, Team Curtis has been 
preparing almost 1,000 meals a week to meet the high 
demand for food!  Without complaint, these ladies have 
accepted the challenge and made sure the job gets done! 
Thank you for being amazing!

Andrea works tirelessly to ensure that teachers and students 
have what they need at Gardiner daily. Quality professional 
learning, excellent coaching for staff, and amazing tier 3 
support for students are just some of the ways Andrea makes 
a huge difference at our school. Thanks for being AMAZING!

Elizabeth has been tremendously stupendous in serving as 
the library teacher and STS for Gardiner. Her dedication to 
staff, students, and families is never-ending. The passion she 
displays for student learning is dynamic and she is like the 
glue that helps hold us together at Gardiner.

Gardiner Interrelated teachers and paras have balanced 
MySchool Remote and Face to Face learning like champs.  
Students are well-supported regardless of their learning 
model.  This phenomenal team serves the neediest of our 
population with cheer and passion keeping students on the 
path to success.

Tracy has communicated with and safeguarded students 
and staff during this unprecedented time. She has provided 
care, nurturance and coping skills to support the staff’s 
ambiguity and anxiety. Tracy has done this all when she 
could have retired and walked away from the chaos.

Jessica serves students and staff at Harry Street with
compassion, patience, and high academic standards. 
Jessica’s students thrive in her supportive and structured 
learning environment. Jessica routinely extends her 
supportive nature to the Harry Street staff as well without 
hesitation.

Curtis Middle School

Gardiner Elementary 
School

Griffith Elementary School

Harry Street Elementary 
School

Taluia Pentecost
Counselor

CURTIS CAFETERIA TEAM
Claudia Jarrells
Cafeteria Manager
Ramona Jones
Assistant Cafeteria 
Manager

Andrea Bennett
MTSS Facilitator

Elizabeth Tackett
Library Teacher and Site 
Technology Specialist

GARDINER 
INTERRELATED TEAM
Wendy Beauchamp
Jennifer Burton
Jennifer Yearout
Interrelated Teachers
Heather Gray Nelson
Melissa Murphy
Gaby Paredes
Marcie Peyton
Haley Smith
Cheyanne Walker
Paraeducators - High 
Incidence

Tracy Mayfield
Nurse

Jessica Johnson
2nd-Grade Teacher

10
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Malia works effectively to provide high academic rigor, 
engagement, and support to her students and families. 
Malia contributes to the school community through her 
dependability, commitment to our families, and 
professionalism. Malia’s impact extends well beyond the 
walls of our school.

Shalom is a burst of sunshine at Harry Street Elementary. Her 
contagious laughter is a welcome sound throughout the day! 
She continuously celebrates the goodness in those around her 
and takes a genuine interest in the students and families she 
serves in order to better serve our community.

HELP, I can’t get Teams to work! In a flash, Mr. Cummins is 
there! He has patiently helped his colleagues with any and all 
technology questions and issues. He helps problem solve and 
teach staff how to navigate through all the new technology. 
Mr. Cummins is Jardine’s technology ninja!

Yesenia is truly the engine that drives the Jardine machine! 
As an administrative assistant at Jardine, she has consistently 
exceeded expectations. Yesenia is detail-oriented and goes 
above and beyond to insure that our administration, faculty, 
staff and families have all of their needs met.

Jacqui keeps the office upbeat with positive messages to 
staff, students and parents. She brings joy and laughter to her 
job, which helps keep us going. Her assistance with MSR and 
exchanging broken devices, helping run the nurse’s office and 
assisting with questions that arise daily has been amazing!

Cheryl has kept the office going for staff and students. She 
helps parents troubleshoot technology issues over the phone. 
She has assisted the STS in exchanging devices and makes 
sure Sharepoint is kept up to date. She has truly helped keep 
things going in this stressful time. We appreciate all you do!

The Jefferson Specials Team has thoughtful and supportive 
attitudes towards staff and students. When problems arise 
this team works together to find solutions so everyone 
benefits. They collaborate to help students who need extra 
support. This team displays the epitome of the Good Apple 
Award!

Harry Street Elementary 
School

Jardine STEM and Career 
Exploration Magnet 
Middle Academy

Jefferson Elementary 
School

Malia Lindner
Special Education Teacher

Shalom Nickel
3rd-Grade Teacher

Stephen Cummins
Math Teacher

Yesenia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant/
Principal’s Secretary

Jacquelyn “Jacqui” 
Bellew Bellew
Administrative Assistant 3

Cheryl Oppegard
Administrative Assistant 5

JEFFERSON SPECIALS 
TEAM
Abigail Bryant
Adam Dean
Music Teachers
Julie Duggin
Nancy Henderson
Librarians
Lauren Haney
Terri Ruland
PE Teachers
Terra Morgan
Art Teacher
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Unique students fascinate Mrs. Beorn. These students 
motivate and inspire her to rise to the occasion. This school 
year has highlighted Mrs. Beorn’s passion and skill in
planning, training and adapting to meet student needs in 
whatever setting they are in.

Mrs. Landwehr has provided the highest degree of support 
to our staff and students this year with technology needs. 
Mrs. Landwehr problem solves, locates resources and cares 
for those that experience challenges in the remote learning 
environment.

Mr. Tobias takes the time to connect with and know each 
student on a personal, trusting level. The students, in turn, 
trust him. Mr. Tobias has great initiative in response to 
assisting struggling students and any student or staff that 
need help. There is no job too big or too small for Mr. Tobias.

Linwood Elementary 
School

Brook Beorn
Interrelated Special 
Education

Lori Landwehr
ESOL Teacher - STS

John Tobias
Assistant Paraeducator

This team works diligently to clean our rooms, deliver 
supplies and many countless tasks that help create a safe 
learning environment for staff and students. Grateful for the 
time they put in to ensure a safe return to school and having 
them on our staff makes us feel safer in so much uncertainty.

She is a strong advocate for students. She works endlessly on 
building lessons, building relationships and collaborating with 
staff to meet the needs of our students. She is an exemplary 
co-teacher and her ideas help to improve our teaching for the 
benefit of the students. She is a resource Queen!

As a teacher, she works tirelessly to do what is best for her 
students’ safety, emotional health and education. Looks for 
ways to engage and to close the gap with her students. As 
an STS, navigates teacher/student technology with grace and 
patience. She is a fabulous team player and resource for us.

Steve is one of the hardest working employees in our 
building. He puts forth strong effort in everything he does to 
make sure our building is clean and safe with the extra COVID 
requirements, which have added to his workload. He 
continues to do all of this with kindness and integrity.

Allison Traditional Magnet 
Middle School

Cessna Elementary School

District Four Good Apples

ALLISON MIDDLE 
SCHOOL CUSTODIAL 
STAFF
Ernest Christian
Head Custodian
Kevin Kindrick
Night Lead Custodian
Roy Fitzgerald
Terry Garner
Custodians

Ellen Awe
Special Education Teacher

Lori Cook
Tech Teacher, STS and 
Yearbook Sponsor

Steve Couch
Head Custodian



Krista made the transition from librarian at Cessna to teaching 
5th grade MySchool Remote with ease. She works hard to 
make sure her remote students are getting the very best 
remote instruction. She also goes above and beyond in 
helping staff in the building with their technology needs!

Kara and Breauna have been a blessing to our staff and 
students as we face unprecedented and unexpected 
technological needs. They are both full time teachers, 
teaching MySchool Remote and handling all of the 
technology needs of Cessna staff with grace and expertise.

Justin is always open, willing and encourages all to try new 
ways to improve student achievement and support wherever 
needed.

CST has gone above and beyond this year to help meet the 
needs of the building, teachers and students. They are 
amazingly supportive and always willing to step in.

Suni has been a champion for our students and staff. She 
works tirelessly to ensure our school continues to thrive no 
matter the circumstances. This year, she paved the way to 
success as she took on our Enders Elections with tremendous 
success. We are so thankful for her passion and dedication.

Sydney and her team bring a passionate and thoughtful 
approach to our Mixed Abilities program. They work together 
to craft a rigorous classroom structure that ensures students 
are making progress on their academic and social skills goals. 
They encourage, teach and inspire their students every day.

This dynamic duo has faced this year with flexibility and 
determination. Their dedication to ensuring staff, students 
and families are supported with technology is admirable. We 
are thankful for their passion, expertise and willingness to 
serve in this capacity helping us all to reach for the stars.

Cessna Elementary School

Cleaveland Traditional 
Magnet Elementary

Enders Leadership and 
Community Service 
Magnet

Krista May-Shackelford
5th-Grade Teacher

CESSNA SITE 
TECHNOLOGY 
SPECIALISTS
Breauna 
Cunningham-Glenn
Kindergarten Teacher, STS
Kara Harris
Kindergarten Teacher, STS

Justin Miranda
Mixed Abilities Para

CLEAVELAND CHILD 
STUDY TEAM
Cynthia Bauer-Iseman
Speech Pathologist
Meredith Becker
Counselor
Cathy Dugan
Social Worker
Amanda Gorges
Psychologist
Jenni Ohl
Nurse

Suni Barker
3rd-Grade Teacher

Sydney Willis
Mixed Abilities Teacher

DYNAMIC STS ENDERS 
TEAM
Elizabeth Heilbrun
2nd-Grade Teacher & STS
Abigail Tullos
1st-Grade Teacher & STS
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Ann is such a bright light to our school community. She 
proactively listens to anyone, helps them feel heard, and 
offers amazing advice. Her conversations with co-workers are 
non-judgmental and constructive. Ann’s content knowledge is 
vast and we are lucky to have her at Hamilton Middle School.

Sara has stepped in as the lead in so many different places 
here at Hamilton. She has driven us to be the best teachers 
we can be and she continues to show positivity and grace, 
even when things get hard. She is a rockstar teacher role 
model and deserves all the recognition in the world!

Jerry has been a member of the Kelly family for many years. 
He is kind, considerate, and dependable. Jerry is always 
friendly and willing to help. He completes his responsibilities 
in a timely manner and this continues to be the case with the 
additional responsibilities of keeping us safe. 

In a year full of uncertainty, Nurse Kim has handled everything 
with grace. During this time when safety is on everyone’s 
mind, her continuous reassurance and ongoing 
communication shows care and compassion for our students 
and staff. We are grateful for Nurse Kim and her big heart!

Megan and Christina are the glue to the Kelly office. They 
seamlessly work together to make the office a welcoming and 
efficient space. They are willing to take on any task and are 
supportive of others. It is evident that they truly care about 
Kelly students, staff and families. They are amazing!

Aaron oversees our facilities and has spent many hours and 
days getting it ready for students to return. He laid many rolls 
of tape in almost every hallway, hung signs, and created 
videos for students and staff. His hard work and passion is 
seen in all that he does to make South the best it can be.

As we face many challenges in education right now, one 
person has worked tirelessly to keep things positive and 
upbeat at South, Jacque Porter. She has organized lunches for 
staff, coffee breaks on many mornings, afternoon tea breaks, 
and many more things to brighten everyone’s day. Thank you.

Becky teaches our Mixed Abilities students. She is patient, 
kind and holds high expectations for them in the classroom. 
She is quick to see their needs, make accommodations, and 
keep everyone participating. No easy feat for a class of 
approx. 20 students. You make a difference and impact lives.

Hamilton Middle School

Kelly Liberal Arts 
Academy

South High School

Ann Asbury
ELA Teacher

Sara Wharton
ELA Teacher

Jerry Huslig
Custodian

Kim Klabenes
Nurse

KELLY OFFICE TEAM
Megan Eurton
Clerk
Christina Voncannon
Bookkeeper

Aaron Lechien
Administrator

Jacque Porter
Administrative Assistant

Becky Winter
Physical Education 
Teacher



Mrs. Curry has been working non-stop to get all our MSR 
students up and running She then made sure all our face-
to-face students had technology to use in their classroom to 
support learning and working with her ESOL students. Thank 
you, Mrs. Curry for your dedication to Stanley students!

This team has worked so hard and stayed positive during 
these unprecedented times. They continue to find solutions 
and help lead the staff to overcome the many challenges we 
have faced this year. We truly appreciate their positive 
leadership!

It takes a great deal of courage to chart into the unknown 
territory of teaching remote students. The MSR teachers at 
White Elementary have that and more! They have shown grit, 
resilience, patience, grace, flexibility and kindness! Thanks, 
MSR teachers! We would not be able to have school without 
you!

Misty is gentle as a kitten, meticulous about decisions, and 
finicky about data. Her playful and calming personality puts 
the most distressed students and parents at ease, but she will 
fiercely advocate for kids when needed. Misty is purrrfect for 
Woodman!

Temp checks, PPE, and contact tracing OH MY! Our nurse has 
the knowledge of a wizard the courage of a lion, and a strong 
tin man heart for nurturing all of Woodman’s munchkins. No 
Wicked Witch can rattle Katy thanks to her attention to details 
and protocols.

Stanley Elementary 
School

Truesdell Middle School

White Elementary School

Woodman Elementary 
School

Sacha Curry
ESOL/STS

TRUESDELL LEADERSHIP 
TEAM
Darcy Busch
7th-Grade Team Leader
Brandy Diltz
MTSS Facilitator
Katie Harmon
Data Leader
Mollie Jones
8th-Grade Team Leader
Shanna Jones
Special Education Team 
Leader
Felicia Maldonado
MTSS Facilitator
Kelly Neises
6th-Grade Team Leader
DeAnn Rickets
Exploritory Team Leader
Valerie Snyder
ESOL Team Leader
Stacy Steele
Counselor Team Leader

WHITE ELEMENTARY MSR 
TEACHERS
Chrissie Barker
Ayla Beaugh
Amy Harris
Nisa Lafferty
Tammy O’Grady
Brianna Seiler
Erin Shore
Doreen Springer
MSR Teachers

Misty Hoopes
Psychologist

Katy Martin
Nurse
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Our specials teachers are Super heroes with masks. Giving up 
their rooms in trade for a mobile cart, moving class to class 
with warp speed all with positive and can do attitudes,
 Creativity is at a whole new level when teaching remote AND 
FTF. But our teachers keep learning fun in the face of change.

Woodman Elementary 
School

WOODMAN SPECIALS
Sarah Davidson
Tiffany Peterson
Music
Ashley Gross
Trey Johnson
Physical Education
Tayshaw Long-Nail
Wanda Wilson Powe
Art
Aimee Sanderson
Marcie Sawyer
Library
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District Five Good Apples

Our administrative assistant, Lynda Slusser, is a problem 
solving, multi-talented extraordinaire! Lynda has worked an 
amazing 36 years for WPS. She has supported hundreds of 
staff, students and families with her wealth of knowledge 
related to all things school! We are grateful for her every day!

Deana Stroer is a dynamic teacher who not only stepped up 
to be our STS during a very difficult time, but also showed 
dedication to our students with flexibility and grit as an MSR 
teacher. She always exhibits a strong work ethic while 
maintaining a professional attitude and support for all staff.

Sherrie Brooks shows dedication, hard work and a positive 
attitude daily. Sherrie is flexible and versatile in all situations 
and lives her goal to help others succeed. Sherrie steps in for 
staff, provides rich professional learning and numerous other 
tasks all while having a full plate herself.

Rachel Davis is a remote KG teacher who works tirelessly on 
engaging and meaningful lessons for her students, creates 
and shares data collection documents for her teammates and 
excels in her new role on the building leadership team for 
multi-grade levels. BTM is fortunate to have you!

Ryan is a marvel with Remote Learning.  She has truly 
embraced the challenges and found solutions. Ryan has 
been a teacher leader with the tech and teaching tools. She 
has presented PL for staff, worked with staff one on one and 
shared all that she has learned to make the virtual class work!

Taylor has been a refreshing addition to the Hadley CST. In just 
a short time she brought a can do, positive and collaborative 
spirit to the team. She works diligently learning district 
protocols and communicates with admin, staff and families as 
if she has been here for years. She is a real superstar!

Benton Elementary 
School

Black Traditional Magnet 
Elementary School

Hadley Middle School

Lynda Slusser
Administrative Assistant

Deana Stroer
Teacher and STS

Sherrie Brooks
MTSS Facilitator

Rachel Davis
Kindergarten Teacher

Ryan Egley
6th-Grade Math Teacher

Taylor Haig
Social Worker
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Alison has been an invaluable commodity during Hadley’s 
transition to Remote Learning. She has helped make the tech 
deployment as seamless as possible. Alison continues to 
trouble shoot tech issues for staff and families, always with a 
positive professional attitude and a smile.

She is organized, collaborative and tremendous at delivering 
instruction for all of our students. Her positive attitude and 
willingness to learn and grow helps all of our students achieve 
his or her maximum potential!

The Kensler Custodial Team did a tremendous job of summer 
cleaning and has exceeded all expectations in keeping us 
clean and safe this year. Thanks for always willing to do extra 
for us!

WOW! Lawrence is blessed to have Nurse Jennifer. A traveling 
nurse on a cart, a COVID-19 expert, a lunch supervisor, a voice 
of reason in crazy times, and the list goes on. I do not have 
enough space to brag about all she does. She is full of energy, 
positive, and always has a smile on her face!

Donna has been a LIFESAVER this year. As our fill in STS she is 
doing an amazing job! From computer deployment to 
technology issues, to making sure we have replacement cords 
when the dogs chew up a cord, to tech support on the phone, 
to MiFi problem solving and the list goes on. Donna is a rock 
star!

Nominated by a parent for going beyond the call of duty to 
help all of her students. She has spent hours of her own time 
making step-by-step videos for students so that they are 
successful learning art remotely. She has consistently shown a 
positive attitude and patience when working with students.

Our Social Workers have been absolutely amazing in this 
remote learning environment! They have provided consistent 
support and resources to our families and have stepped up 
to do so many things during this challenging time! They have 
been willing to assist us in any way that we needed.

Brian Latta selflessly supports Northwest staff, students, and 
families as our heavily relied upon Site Technology Specialist. 
The way he can problem-solve tech issues, whether in person 
or virtually, is commendable and the reason our transition to 
remote learning was accomplished successfully.

Hadley Middle School

Kensler Elementary 
School

Lawrence Elementary 
School

Mayberry Cultural and 
Fine Arts Magnet Middle 
School

Northwest High School

Alison Jacoby
Site Technology Specialist 

Jennifer Easum
Paraprofessional

KENSLER CUSTODIAL 
STAFF
Ray Dohle
Thomas Eckman
Marshette Spangler
Custodians

Jennifer Farney
Nurse

Donna Plush
Librarian

Nicole Baird
Art Teacher

MAYBERRY SOCIAL 
WORKERS
Julie Archer
Sandra Macias
Social Workers

Brian Latta
Site Technology Specialist



Roger is more than deserving of this recognition for his many 
years of diligent service to the district and for keeping OK 
Elementary clean and inviting for staff and students. He takes 
pride in the clean, safe and welcoming building we have at 
OK.  We appreciate all he does to keep us safe!

Phet sees the good in all students and knows they deserve 
the best. She is flexible, willing to help and has the skills to 
step in wherever she is needed. She thinks outside the box 
to help kids and teachers. OK students and staff are lucky to 
have Phet on their side fighting for them all the way!

This team has become the navigators of this new journey with 
very little help, yet have handled it with patience, smiles and 
grace. They have created connections with students through 
a computer screen and have had the daunting task of creating 
academic lessons to fit the need of all their students.

Our Peterson custodial team ensures that students and staff 
have a clean and sanitized learning environment daily. They 
are responsive to the daily needs of the building as well as the 
new health protocols during the pandemic.

Nurse Jen joined Peterson late this year during a pandemic. 
On top of her daily duties such as band aids and administering 
medicine, she has helped to establish practices at Peterson so 
that students and staff stay healthy during these 
unprecedented times.

Lucy has great relationships with staff and students at 
Peterson Elementary. She is our go-to sub in the event a 
teacher is absent. She also volunteers her time to support 
students and staff during the school day, whether it’s school 
wide competitions or treats in the lounge.

Angela has a passion for her students like no other. She works 
with her students and makes math fun and exciting. She is 
always available for her students, and builds relationships that 
last a lifetime. She was selected as an 8th grade team leader 
this year; well deserved, Angela, we appreciate you.

OK Elementary School

Peterson Elementary 
School

Wilbur Middle School

Roger Beck
Custodian

Phet Brewer
Paraprofessional

OK MSR TEAM
Mallory Borrego
Kayla Gimple
Melissa Grier
Nina Kindt-Wilson
Demarla Martinez
Marcy Ramsey
Phillip Robl
Isabelle Scroggie
Lisa Smith
Matt Suellentrop
Teachers

PETERSON CUSTODIAL 
TEAM
Chris Hughes
Head Custodian
Mario Esposito
Night Lead Custodian
Melissa Little
Night Custodian

Jennifer Fawcett
School Nurse

Lucy Johnson
Substitute Teacher & PTO

Angela Lagree
8th-Grade Math Teacher
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This “Terrific Trio” are Wilbur’s categorical teachers who have 
been teaching our students since they arrived. They never 
complain, they just “bring it” every day by providing the best 
instruction and care!  We are so grateful and appreciate their 
dedication to our students. Thank you, Terrific Trio!

Wilbur Middle School WILBUR’S TERRIFIC TRIO
Kelly O’Mara-Taylor
Erin Simon
Maije Valenzuela
Teachers
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District Six Good Apples

Nominated by two staff members, Erica organized a flawless 
deployment of devices for our MSR families. She worked hard 
to make it run smoothly. She has worked tirelessly to ensure 
that our students and staff have the working technology they 
need. We are so thankful for Erica!

Jamie has led us through an extremely challenging time. She 
works with families and staff to help them understand how to 
stay safe. She works long hours to support our building. She 
is no nonsense, but also patient and kind. We are so lucky to 
have Nurse Jamie at Cloud! We love her!

Cloud paras have taken on temperature checks, breakfast, 
lunch and recess duties. They have subbed in face-to-face 
classes and MSR classes. They have learned technology on the 
fly to help and support students and staff. They have kept our 
building running and our students learning. We love them!

Mrs. Mayes graciously volunteered to teach a K/1 class on 
short notice and has done a fabulous job. She engages 
children in learning while incorporating our magnet theme. 
She creates excitement for learning and unity among her class 
that is just what we need right now. Thank you, Mrs. Mayes.

Cloud Elementary School

Earhart Environmental 
Magnet Elementary

Erica Caudillo
PE Teacher and Site 
Technology Specialist

Jamie Westerhaus
Nurse

CLOUD 
PARAPROFESSIONALS
Roderick Bruce
Paty Gomez
Laura Kerschen
Chelsea Morales
Joan Nightengale
Jonathan Wilson
Special Education Paras
Avrey Courtney
Danielle Retana
Shannon Vontress
Title Paras
Edith Gonzalez
April Hernandez
Elizabeth Wilson
ESOL Paras
Onelia Gonzalez-Pichardo
Adrienne Harmon
Teresa Ibarra
Rebekah Simmons
PreK Paras

Hayley Mayes
K/1st Combo Teacher



Trey and Laura have been impressive additions to our 
Superstar team at Earhart. Their ideas and innovative ways 
to teach, and their willingness to share, have been amazing. 
They have been able to integrate environmental issues into 
lessons which has helped students embrace our magnet 
theme.

Stephanie is new to Heights and her role as MTSS Facilitator. 
She has taken on a new job in the pandemic, made 
connections with an entirely new to her staff in a leadership 
role, built relationships and trust in record time. Stephanie 
has killer ideas and the gumption to make things happen 
quickly.

Fernanda Belton is being recognized for doing an outstanding 
job during our technology deployment and preparation for 
assisting our K-8 teachers to moving from face to face to 
remote learning. In addition, she does an amazing job 
assisting our teachers with their technology needs; she’s 
outstanding!

Rosario is an integral presence at Horace Mann. As an 
administrative assistant, Nutrition Services supervisor, and 
Magnet secretary, Rosario conducts business with accuracy 
and grace. We appreciate her warm smile and her positive 
influence on our students, staff, families and community as a 
whole.

The teamwork, communication, and flexibility of the K-8 
Horace Mann Specials Team have led to a system that works 
as smoothly as possible during this very challenging year. 
They made sure each child-both face to face and remote-has 
all they need to succeed during these hard times. Well done, 
team!

Earhart Environmental 
Magnet Elementary

Heights High School

Horace Mann Dual 
Language Magnet

SUPERSTAR TEAM 
NEWBIES
Laura Jonas
4th-Grade Teacher
Trey Thompson
4th/5th-Grade Teacher

Stephanie Chippeaux
MTSS Facilitator

Fernanda Belton
Site Technology 
Specialist/MS Spanish 
Teacher/Family 
Engagement Coordinator

Rosario Raymundo
Administrative Assistant

K-8 SPECIALS TEAM
Kimberly Brocks
Library Media Specialist
Alex Bumgarner
Bill Schrant
Physical Education 
Teachers
Madeline Crawford
Orchestra Director
Kaylie Frazee
Band Director
Matilde Gonzalez
Technology & ESOL Para
Janna Smalley
Visual Art Teacher
Elaine Snowden
Stephanie Zoeller
Band Co-Teachers
Paige Stansifer
Lara Williams
Vocal Music Teachers
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Shila Boomsma is reliable, consistent and always in control. It 
is fun to see someone live their passion each day. She is the 
glue that holds things together for the 4th grade team and 
her students. There is NO TASK that she cannot handle. Shila 
exemplifies what it means to be a teacher.

Jillian is exactly what a team leader should be. She is always 
there with a positive attitude and grace that this job 
demands.  You can tell that this is what she loves to do 
because she brings passion and understanding while she 
leads. She is always there to listen and support us!

Girls on the Run is a program that helps girls build a positive 
attitude about themselves and life lessons about friendship 
and peer pressure. These staff coaches meet after school with 
these young ladies and help them reach their goal of running 
a 5K along with empowering them to be so much more.

Steven Coleman came into our building and covered classes 
multiple times while students learned virtually. He was 
wonderful with the technology. He worked with a co-teacher, 
and he may not have felt useful all the time, but he was 
useful. We are so happy that Mr. Coleman came to our 
building!

Suzanne Howard came into our building and covered classes 
multiple times while students learned virtually. She was 
wonderful with the technology and the students. During a 
time where guest teachers are scarce, Ms. Howard came in 
and did a phenomenal job in our building. Thank you, 
Suzanne!

Belindo Minko came into our building and covered classes 
multiple times while students learned virtually. She was a 
great addition, as we learned about connecting Guest 
Teachers through Teams. We experimented with Teams with 
her while she was here. Thank you, Belinda, for being a great 
sport!

Scott has gone out of his way to help staff, students, and even 
those not from North High with technology needs. Not only 
will he assist anyone with technology needs, he is a great golf 
coach!  He makes sure his golfers believe in themselves on 
and off the course. We are lucky to have him!

Dave is the face and voice that greets all who come to 
Northeast Magnet. He is positive and friendly and goes above 
and beyond to ensure our staff, students and families feel 
welcomed and valued. Dave has a real passion for addressing 
the needs of all stakeholders, and he works tirelessly to do so.

Isely Traditional Magnet 
Elementary School 

Marshall Middle School

North High School

Northeast Magnet High 
School

Shila Boomsma
4th-Grade Teacher

Jillian Smith
5th-Grade Teacher

GIRLS ON THE RUN 
COACHES
Andrea Baker
Felicia Gallegos
Andrea Heck
Darcie Rudd
Coaches

Steven Coleman
District Guest Teacher

Suzanne Howard
District Guest Teacher

Belinda Minko
District Guest Teacher

Scott Baxter
Site Technology Specialist

David Moore
Attendance Clerk
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Jennifer works tirelessly to help others in the district without 
ever drawing attention to herself. As a speech pathologist, she 
has helped countless children develop a voice that permits 
them to succeed. This nomination comes from several of her 
colleagues as well as Northeast Magnet.

Cheryl has done so much during remote learning to enhance 
our school culture. Through her work as NHS sponsor, she has 
organized several engaging events to unite the staff and 
students and allow us to virtually come together as a 
Northeast Magnet Family. Her efforts are greatly appreciated.

Our MSR classroom teachers are truly pioneers in this year of 
the pandemic. Learning how to teach students virtually for 
the first time, mastering new technology, while keeping 
academics rigorous and engaging, has been an amazing 
challenge that this group of teachers has embraced and 
conquered.

Ms. Bennington is a rock star teacher at Pleasant Valley 
Middle School. In her 6th-grade social studies classes, she 
always finds just the right balance of rigor, high expectations 
and love for her kids. SO MANY kids will say that Ms. 
Bennington is their favorite teacher.

Mr. Nutter’s passion and energy for teaching is second to 
none and it is contagious. He has lead our exploratory team 
through the trials of remote teaching and we are thriving! It 
doesn’t matter if his lessons are remote or face to face, Mr. 
Nutter and his students are having fun with vocal music.

Christy Reaves is a pillar of kindness and commitment to all 
students, staff and families at Riverside! She is proactive. She 
puts students first. She is a step ahead in pretty much 
everything, and a delightful person to process with, problem 
or celebration. Her thoughtful nature inspires us all!

Northeast Magnet High 
School

Pleasant Valley 
Elementary School

Pleasant Valley Middle 
School

Riverside Leadership 
Magnet Elementary

Jennifer Owen
Speech Pathologist

Cheryl Witt
Teacher

PIONEER REMOTE 
CLASSROOM TEACHERS
Emily Bevan
4th-Grade Teacher
Misty Blanton
Kindergarten Teacher
Jamie Gails
2nd-Grade Teacher
Kristin Harris
1st-Grade Teacher
Dorothy Jaso
3rd-Grade Teacher
Melanie McClain
Speech Language 
Pathologist
Matthew Phillips
5th-Grade Teacher

LeeAnn Bennington
6th-Grade Social Studies 
Teacher

Matthew Nutter
Vocal Music Teacher

Christy Reaves
Administrative Assistant
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Mrs. Saunders has adapted her lessons and environment for 
remote learners! She uses an innovative approach to teaching 
math by pre-recording lessons on video, which allows 
students to work at their own pace and she motivates them 
with PBL! She cares about each student and has faced this 
year with grace.

Mr. Schmidt represents innovation, resilience and positivity, 
as we travel through the unknown. He is a fortress of love, 
safety, compassion, and intense growth for students and staff. 
He gives his students control during learning, checking in with 
them every day. Idea man for coffee on concrete!!

Tamara has been a calm and consistent support for Stucky 
students, staff and parents during this year.  She has worked 
on schedules and logistical changes in the building, all while 
keeping the focus on what is good for kids. Tamara has been a 
leader in spirit building. Thank you, Tamara!

Linda does a phenomenal job for her cohort group during 
this challenging year. She takes our struggling students into 
separate channels or breakout room as needed to support 
them. In addition to keeping track of student assignments 
and daily reminders, Linda has even conducted a home visit 
this year.

Erich Stephen stepped up for Stucky Middle School this fall. 
Erich took the lead in learning about TEAMS and teaching 
remotely. He created videos to help teachers and students 
and enhanced our school website. He has been a calm 
presence in the midst of this storm of remote learning.

Maya is an amazing young teacher! Her enthusiasm bubbles 
over in the classroom, team meetings, PD’s and in-services.  
She sets high expectations for her students. She’s a forward 
thinker and has well planned lessons prepared daily. She’s 
incredibly organized and is a skilled communicator.

Trenton is the epitome of an effective and caring teacher. 
He is constantly coming up with creative ideas to better 
our magnet theme. He puts professional and personal 
development high on his priority list. He is the first to engage 
in new teaching techniques to meet the needs of his students.

Gretchen is an outstanding person and a wonderful teacher. 
She has tackled new learning to become an exemplary My 
School Remote teacher. She creates caring relationships with 
her students despite being distanced from one another. She is 
a role model to all who have the privilege of working with her.

Riverside Leadership 
Magnet Elementary

Stucky Middle School

Woodland Health/
Wellness Magnet 
Elementary

Erin Saunders
4/5 Combination 
Classroom Teacher

Baxter Schmidt
4/5 Combination 
Classroom Teacher

Tamara Gallatin
Assistant Principal

Linda Schneider
Paraprofessional

Erich Stephen
Assistant Principal

Maya Lewis
2nd-Grade Teacher

Trenton Tucker
1st-Grade Teacher

Gretchen Zuperku
2nd-Grade MSR Teacher
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Ryan is new to the Chester Lewis Team and to USD 259, 
but no one would know it by the way he has jumped in and 
helped us manage in this crazy COVID-19 time. His help was 
invaluable in supporting our excellent IT specialist, Carmen 
Jimenez, during the deployment of computers.

Carmen serves the district for Edgenuity and spent his 
summer working diligently, tirelessly, and endlessly to get 
Edgenuity ready to roll out for the district. He proactively 
works to find a better, more efficient way to take care of our 
business by refining and polishing systems and documents.

Shaye never doubts what a student can do. She is willing to 
teach any pupil complex job skills. Her firm kindness wins the 
respect of kids and inspires them to work towards greatness. 
Ms. Garnes deserves a Good Apple because she champions 
students and their right to Dream, Believe, and Achieve.

I’d like to nominate our school nurse, Nadine Taylor for the 
Good Apple Award. She has shown a generosity of spirit and 
perseverance through very challenging times. She continues 
to take each day in stride no matter how challenging. She has 
worked tirelessly to keep everyone safe at school.

In anxious times, Becky has been a ray of light and 
encouragement to staff. She meets challenges of training a 
new crew of students with a smile. She champions on our 
students to be better than the day before. Becky is someone 
our students and staff can count on for a listening ear and 
sound advice.

The special education team at our school has worked 
tirelessly on creating, modifying, and accommodating all 
of the special education students new to our school.  This 
team collaborated across disciplines and buildings to meet 
the needs of all of our learners. They have gone above and 
beyond!

Chester Lewis Academic 
Learning Center

Dunlap Transition Campus 
at Chisholm

Education Imagine 
Academy

District At-Large Good Apples

Ryan Anderson
Teacher/CTE

Carmen Jimenez
Site Technology 
Professional

Chaves “Shaye” Garnes
Paraeducator

Nadine Taylor
Nurse

Rebecca Twitchell
Paraeducator

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEAM
Lisa Dridi
Elementary Interrelated
Briana Renich
Counselor
Janet Tull
Secondary Interrelated

Administrative support
Christina O’Toole
Executive Director, 
Curriculum & 
Instructional Support
Dee Dee Stroot
Director, Interrelated 
Programs 
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Her passion for kids is undeniable!!! She goes above and 
beyond to ensure every kid is successful in our building. She is 
the ultimate team player when it comes to helping her peers. 
Without Joanne, our building wouldn’t be the same.

Mrs. Sperger goes above and beyond when preparing art 
projects for our students. She incorporates social and 
emotional learning with art and is always thinking of how to 
broaden our children’s minds. Her school garden project has 
given the students a living picture of hard work and success.

Danielle White deserves the Good Apple Award as she 
embodies what a school counselor should strive to be. She 
is always such a joy to work with and always goes above and 
beyond the call of duty as a school counselor. Her kindness, 
empathy and loving heart are appreciated by everyone she 
encounters.

Andrea is an energetic and creative teacher who works 
tirelessly to engage her students in fun and exciting ways. She 
strives to build strong relationships with her most challenging 
students and never gives up on them. She stays positive and 
upbeat in even the most stressful situations.

Being a school nurse during a pandemic…need we say more?  
Nurse Liz has demonstrated unbelievable knowledge, 
patience, flexibility, empathy and grace during these stressful 
times. She is the perfect example of why nurses are 
considered an ‘essential’ worker! This world needs more like 
her!

In addition to being an amazing teacher, Jessica plans 
engaging activities for the entire school in order to extend 
learning beyond the classroom. She also coordinates with 
our community partners to help our students have extra 
opportunities and resources for success. Stay amazing, 
Jessica!
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Little Early Childhood 
Education Center
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Pictured on cover, top to bottom:
Phet Brewer, Paraprofessional, OK Elementary

Robert Love, Student Support, Southeast High School, Picture taken in May 2018
Scott Peacock, Nurse, Hyde Leadership and International Explorations Magnet

Becky Winter, Physical Education Teacher, South High School
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Section 504 Coordinator for Adults and 
Title IX Coordinator for Adults and Students

903 South Edgemoor
Wichita, KS 67218

(316) 973-4420

Section 504 Coordinator for Students
903 South Edgemoor
Wichita, KS 67218

(316) 973-4475


